Four known serjanic acid glycosides were isolated from the fruits of Phytolacca rugosa and characterized mainly by 2D NMR spectroscopy and mass spectrometry. This aglycon has a chemotaxonomic significance for the genus Phytolacca.
Phytolacca rugosa A. Braun & C. D. Bouché, a shrub of medium height, is found in the Venezuelan Andes region (2500-3300 m) [1] . A previous phytochemical study of P. rugosa reported the isolation of serjanic acid from the fruits [2] . Many species of Phytolaccaceae are used in Oriental folk medicine for the treatment of diseases such as edema and rheumatism (P. insularis, P. americana) [3] , and dermatitis (P. octandra) [4] . Plants of this genus are normally rich in saponins, which have many biological activities, such as: antiinflammatory [5] , molluscicidal [6, 7] , hemolytic, spermicidal [7] , blastocidal, contraceptive [8] , cytotoxic and antitumor [9] .
The compounds isolated from P. rugosa fruits (1) (2) (3) (4) were unambiguously identified by 2D NMR spectroscopy and mass spectrometry (FAB) as Chemotaxonomic significance: Of the 41 genera of the Phytolaccaceae family, Phytolacca, comprising above 70 species, is widespread in tropical and temperate regions [12] . In this genus, saponins with a triterpenic aglycon, such as serjanic acid, have been isolated from P. icosandra [7] , P. rivinoides [11] , P. bogotensis [11] , P. tetramera [13] , P. americana [9] , P. polyandra [14] , P. acinosa [15] , P. dodecandra [16] , P. esculenta [17], P. thyrsiflora [10] , P. octandra [18] , P. insularis [19] , and P. abyssinica [20] . For the first time the known compounds 1-4 were found in P. rugosa, which is in accordance with the chemotaxonomy of the Phytolacca genus. 
